Epilepsy surgery after treatment of pediatric malignant brain tumors.
Epilepsy surgery is common in the face of benign brain tumors, but rarely for patients with a history of malignant brain tumors. Seizures are a common sequelae in survivors of malignant pediatric brain tumors. Medical management alone may not adequately treat epilepsy, including in this group. We report four cases of patients who previously underwent gross total resection, radiation therapy, and chemotherapy for successful treatment of malignant brain neoplasia, yet suffered from medically intractable seizures. All underwent surgery for treatment of epilepsy with extension of the original resection. Despite the aggressive primary treatment of the neoplasm, and the potential for diffuse cerebral insults, all benefited from focal surgical resection. Aggressive surgical management of intractable epilepsy can be considered in survivors of malignant brain tumors.